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Secretary of State Bruce McPherson Appeals to Governor  
and Legislature to Work Together to Reimburse Counties 

for Postage Costs on Voted Ballots 
Larger than normal absentee ballots require extra postage in 24 California Counties 

 
SACRAMENTO, CA - Secretary of State Bruce McPherson appealed to the Governor 

and Legislature to reimburse the counties for extra costs they may incur during the November 
7, 2006 General Election.  Voted absentee ballots may weigh more than one ounce, 
triggering the need for extra postage.  In some cases, voters may not affix the required 
postage to their voted ballot.  Counties affected by a larger than usual ballot are working with 
local postmasters to pay the postage due on voted absentee ballots. 
 

“I look forward to working with the Governor and Legislature in a bipartisan fashion to 
reimburse the counties for extra costs incurred because of the larger than normal absentee 
ballots,” Secretary McPherson said.  “I appreciate the counties working with their local 
postmasters, but I believe it is appropriate for the state to reimburse them for these costs.  I 
look forward to working with the Legislature next year to determine a permanent solution to 
this problem.  At a time when more and more Californians are voting by absentee ballot, it is 
crucial that we work together to protect the integrity of the vote.” 
 

Yesterday, Secretary McPherson sent a letter to the Postmaster General on behalf of 
California’s voters asking him to alert local Postmasters and encourage cooperation with local 
elections officials to ensure all absentee votes cast are counted.  While the counties are 
working to alert their voters to the fact that mailing back their voted absentee ballot will 
require additional postage, Secretary McPherson stressed that it is imperative that each vote 
cast is counted and timely delivered. 
 

Based on recent county responses to a survey conducted by Secretary McPherson’s 
office, it was determined that the return of absentee ballots in the following 24 counties will 
require more than the standard 39-cent stamp:  Alameda, Alpine, Amador, Contra Costa, 
Glenn, Imperial, Inyo, Kings, Lake, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, Monterey, Riverside, 
Sacramento, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta, 
Stanislaus, Ventura and Yuba.  Other counties have indicated that if the voter leaves the stub 
on the ballot, rather than tearing it off before mailing it back, it will increase the weight, which 
will also trigger the need for additional postage. 
 

Please see the attached letter to the Governor and Legislative Leadership on this 
issue.  
 
 Attachments: Letter to the Governor and Legislative Leadership and letter to 
Postmaster General. 
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